War Biography Assignment       Due: November 13th, 2026

Much of what we know about the everyday experiences of Canadian service men and women is from the letters they sent home to family and friends. The largest online archive of these letters and other materials is the Canadian Letters and Images Project, housed at Vancouver Island University in British Columbia. www.canadianletters.ca

In this assignment, you will create a biographical sketch of one of the men or women whose letters form part of this archive.
1. Choose one person whose letters you plan to read. Ensure that the collection has a minimum of 5 letters or diary entries. Some collections also have additional materials that would prove useful, such as photographs, newspaper articles, or other documents. There are also links in many cases to the attestation papers filed during enlistment.
a. Choose from the following service people:
i. Anderson, John Henry -WW1
ii. Balfour, James Stevenson – WW1
iii. Boggs, Herbert Beaumont – WW1
iv. Copeland, Arthur Harold Madill -WW1 (POW)
v. MacKinnon, Ronald (ww1)
vi. Mercer, Richard William (WW1)
vii. McQueen, Alexander Robertson – WW1
viii. Harber, T. Lloyd WW2
ix. Richards, Edward Gordon Coke WW2
x. Forman, Joseph (WW2 Memoir)
b. OR you can choose your own person from the site. But if you do, you must have decided on a person by the end of class on Tuesday, November 4th.
i. They must have enough information for you to find enough facts and data.
c. OR you can choose a person from your own family.
2. Write a biography of the person based on information you were able to glean from his or her letters, and inferences you have made about his or her personality, character and views. The biography should include:
a. basic background information (age, family, home, previous work etc.)
b. his or her role in the war (rank, type of unit, places stationed, battles)
c. interesting and important experiences during the war.
d. a discussion of what you infer about the person on topics such as:
i. relationship with family
ii. attitudes and beliefs
iii. development or change in outlook or views over the course of the war
e. his or her fate

